OPPORTUNITY: JERWOOD ARTS / FACT
DIGITAL FELLOWSHIP
In partnership with Jerwood Arts, FACT is pleased to invite emerging artists, curators,
technologists, and cultural activists, in particular those from underrepresented backgrounds,
to apply for a new paid remote residency and artistic development opportunity this Autumn.

CONTEXT
FACT’s 2020 programme The Living Planet has dealt with themes such as climate change,
ecology, and community building. This leads us directly into our 2021 programme, which will
focus on questions around migration, and its significance to us both as a species and more
personal understandings of identity.
During this programme, and the research for next year, the importance of exploring different
ways of seeing and communicating have been central: how we might change and challenge
the way we understand the world around us, and our place within it. Fixed perspectives
restrict us, but there is an opportunity to use art, digital culture and readily available tools to
overcome these barriers: to disrupt the norm, establishing stronger forms of empathy and
updated notions of community.
In the present moment, it is vital that we open ourselves up to different voices and
understandings. It is also more urgent than ever to question those systems of which we are
all a part, and how our actions affect not only our immediate environment, but our entire
ecosystem. Digital platforms have been a vital tool for all of us during this time, and as such
many of us are rethinking how we engage with the technologies all around us: of the power
that they hold, and the systems of power they can be used to either reinforce or expose.
Within this context, to invite new voices into the organisation and bring new perspectives to
what the future holds for digital culture, Jerwood Arts and FACT announce three residency
opportunities through a new Fellowship programme.

OVERVIEW
The Jerwood / FACT Fellowship will appoint 3 emerging artists, curators, creative
technologists, critical thinkers, or cultural activists, from any background, to support their
potential as producers of the future. FACT’s current and future programme has

intersectionality at its heart, and so we particularly invite proposals which take a similar
approach, and which see the unique, transformative power that technology can provide
within this discourse.
Residencies will be mostly digital, with outcomes presented online and/or at FACT in early
2021. We invite candidates to experiment with, and extend what is possible through, online
arts programming, but there are also opportunities to travel to and stay in Liverpool if it suits
the successful candidate's way of working and proposal development. Each Fellow will
receive a fee and production budget, as well as travel, accommodation and per diems for the
final presentations, as well as any other agreed upon visits. Alongside this there will be
professional mentoring from the FACT team and our network of collaborators, to assist in the
development of not only your idea but also your practice.
Fellows will be encouraged to experiment with different online platforms, as well as test out
elements of their research with the public or invited audiences in January and February 2021.
In addition, we will invite all Fellows to participate in FACT’s Transformer Summit 2021, a
gathering of leading artists and thinkers to help shape the questions examined in our wider
future programme.
Deadline: Monday 14th September 2020, Midnight BST

STRUCTURE
Fellows will take part in a remote residency to research and develop their initial proposal.
During this time, using digital tools, they will receive bespoke training, mentoring, crits, and
production/research input from the team at FACT, the other Fellows, and an invited selection
of our wider collaborators consisting of artists, curators and researchers. They will then
deliver a final version of their work online and/or return for approx. 1 week in
January/February 2021 to deliver or present some of their outcomes. They will also be
contacted at the end of the residency for an evaluation.

TIMELINE
●

Deadline for applications
Monday 14 September 2020 at midnight BST

●

Selection, announcement and follow-up:
Late September - Early October 2020

●

Remote Residency:
Approx. 10 weeks between Late October 2020 - January 2021

●

Sharing of projects at FACT, Liverpool and on FACT’s online channels:
Thursday 21 January – Sunday 14 February 2021

●

Evaluation:

Late February/early March 2021
●

FACT Transformer Summit 2021
May/June 2021

Please note:
We are flexible around if, and how, time is spent at FACT. We would ask that if successful
participants’ proposals include a final physical presentation, they ensure they can be present
at FACT to share their work in January/February 2021. The residency is conducted remotely
in consideration of the other commitments the Fellows may have, however, the opportunity
has been designed to give Fellows enough space to be focused mostly on the development
of their proposals, giving priority as far as possible to the residency during this period.

FEES AND BUDGET
● Fee of £4,000 paid directly to the Fellow, to cover approximately 40 working
days across 10 weeks.

● Production budget (covering both residency and final outcome) of £2,875
● Additional travel expenses available up to £375 (for research visits and final
presentation)

● If Fellows invite other practitioners to develop a work or project, their fees should
be paid from the above totals

● Accommodation provided when on site, with an additional £25 per diem
● We will invite Fellows to join us in Liverpool to participate in a conference during
Summer 2021: a fee, travel and accommodation will be available for this
additional visit

● Additionally, we have a discretionary budget to address any specific access
requirements, to ensure the residency is flexible and it’s outcomes are as
inclusive as possible

ELIGIBILITY AND SELECTION
To be considered, candidates should submit the following to residency@fact.co.uk by
midnight on Monday 14 September 2020:
●

A proposal of no more than 750 words in writing, or 4 minutes recording (audio or
video will both be accepted). You can also include up to 10 images, links and digital
content. The proposal should:
○

○

Include a brief artist’s statement, giving an overview of your work and how this
Fellowship would benefit the development of your practice in relation to digital
technologies and platforms
Outline a project you would like to develop during the residency that responds
to FACT’s programme themes (detailed below), indicating how you may use

the production budget. Project proposals should be for new works rather than
completing existing or ongoing projects
●
●

CV or portfolio, if available. If you have a website, or your social media contains all this
information, please just include a link.
A completed Monitoring Form

ELIGIBILITY
As an emerging artist’s development opportunity, applicants must have been working on
their practice for at least three years post education, but for no more than ten years. We will
not accept proposals from applicants currently in formal education, including postgraduate
study. Applicants must be based in the UK.
SELECTION
●

●
●

We will prioritise applications from people with backgrounds that are currently underrepresented or under-supported within the arts sector and practitioners whose work is
intersectional in approach
An internal selection panel will be responsible for shortlisting a maximum of 15
applications which will be then invited to interview (w/c 14 September)
The final Fellows will be selected from this shortlist by an external panel consisting of
curators, producers, artists and researchers from the North. Members to be
announced.

CONTACT US
If you require more information to submit a proposal -either about the theme of The Living
Planet, or if you need to discuss access and flexibility- please do get in touch.
You can contact us at residency@fact.co.uk or by phone on 0151 707 4444

ABOUT THE FUNDERS
The Jerwood / FACT Fellowship initiative emerged from FACT’s ongoing commitment to
nurturing a diverse new generation of artists, film-makers, creative technologists and critical
thinkers. We aim to champion artistic, cultural and disruptive uses of new media and
technology, and further art’s engagement with scientific knowledge. As a cultural
organisation in the process of transforming the way it works, this initiative responds to three
key institutional aims:
●

To expand FACT’s thinking by developing new ideas and perspectives, broadening
the scope of our programme and audiences.

●

●

To provide opportunities for artists, curators and cultural activists from backgrounds
which are currently underrepresented or under-supported within the arts sector
(including, but not limited to under-represented Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic
backgrounds, LGBTQ+ identities, gender identities, socioeconomic backgrounds,
those with disabilities and/or caring responsibilities).
To ground our programme in contemporary arts research and practice, reflecting
current discourses and experimenting with new models of working with artists.

FACT’S PROGRAMME
For 2020 to 2021, FACT’s programme is thematically focused on The Living Planet with five
key areas of research:
1. The importance of non-human perspectives (i.e. those of other animals or taking an
ecological view) and how different ways of seeing, and communicating, change and
challenge the way we see the world around us and our place within it. How does the
way we see the world, and the way we communicate restrict us? How might we use
art and digital culture to overcome these barriers or disrupt the norm?
2. The systems we are all part of, and how actions affect not only one area, but
everything. How can understanding the planet in this way alter our behaviours, as well
as our relationships with those who may not be able to affect the system itself?
3. The significance of place and how our understandings of where we come from,
geographically, historically and biologically, shape our sense of self and the
communities we associate with. Unlike other species that migrate with changing
conditions, are our identities rooted to a location? How might the digital space allow
for new understandings of belonging?
4. How do we define a community? How do we create trust between, and care for, those
within our community? What possibilities are there for humans and other species to
be better aligned once we start to see broader connections?
5. The importance of rituals to human life, and how non-humans (plants and animals)
feature heavily within rituals in many cultures. How do our rituals - including
everything from daily digital rituals to those more spiritual ones reinforce alienation,
and how can they instead help us move towards understanding, compassion and
representation?

ABOUT FACT
FACT is the UK’s leading media arts centre, bringing people, art and technology together.
Based in Liverpool, FACT’s award-winning building houses two galleries, a Picturehouse
Cinema and bar, and an independent café. Now celebrating 17 years in its Liverpool home,
FACT has welcomed over 5 million visitors and commissioned and presented over 350 new

media and digital artworks from artists including Pipilotti Rist, Nam June Paik, Krzysztof
Wodiczko, Wu Tsang, Ryoichi Kurokawa, Apichatpong Weerasethakul and Isaac Julien.
For further information, please contact:
Email: residency@fact.co.uk | Phone: +44 (0)151 707 4444
FACT is a registered charity and a company limited by guarantee. FACT is supported using
public funding by Arts Council England and is funded by Liverpool City Council.
Website
Facebook
Instagram
Twitter

fact.co.uk
facebook.com/FACTLiverpool
instagram.com/FACT_Liverpool
twitter.com/FACT_Liverpool

The Living Planet
www.fact.co.uk/thelivingplanet

ABOUT JERWOOD ARTS
Jerwood Arts is the leading independent funder dedicated to supporting UK artists, curators
and producers to develop and thrive. We enable transformative opportunities for individuals
across art forms, supporting imaginative awards, bursaries, fellowships, projects,
programmes and commissions. We present new work and bring people from across the arts
together through our exhibitions and events in London, as well as across the UK.
Website

jerwoodarts.org

The Jerwood / FACT Fellowship Programme is supported by Jerwood Arts’ Development Programme
Fund. FACT is supported using public funding by Arts Council England and is funded by
Liverpool City Council.

